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Sea turtles inspire acclaimed designer to declare ‘I thee WED’!

Athens, 17 May 2010 – The plight of endangered marine turtles in the Mediterranean Sea has inspired a renowned American graphic designer to lend his support to World Environment Day (WED). Alan Peckolick has combined his work as an active member of MEDASSET, the Mediterranean Association to Save the Sea Turtles, with his award-winning design talent to create a striking poster with a biodiversity theme for WED 2010. 
The poster, tipped to become a collector’s item, is being distributed internationally ahead of the 5 June day of environmental action, and is also available for download from the WED 2010 website at www.unep.org/wed.
In the run up to the International Day of Biodiversity (22 May), the urgency to better manage the world’s wealth of species and ecosystems strikes as a key theme of WED 2010. Sea turtles are one of the longest living species, having roamed the earth for approximately 200 million years, but human interference is now threatening their survival in many parts of the world. 
MEDASSET has been a partner to UNEP’s Mediterranean Action Plan since 1988, working to reverse the decline in sea turtle numbers. 
“Populations of marine turtles in the Mediterranean have been decreasing steadily over the past several decades because of incidental catches in fishing gear, sea pollution and the loss of nesting beaches and other vital habitat,” the Officer-in-Charge of the UNEP Mediterranean Action Plan, Maria Luisa Silva, said.
Mr. Peckolick said he had seen examples of environmental change first hand, including witnessing melting ice caps in Antarctica, but it was sea turtles which captured his imagination and inspired his commitment to the environment. 
“I reached a point where I became impassioned by what I saw and realized that my entire design career had been about ‘selling’ products, so why shouldn’t I sell moral commitment to help save the planet?”, Mr Peckolick said. “The good news is that through MEDASSET and others, conservation efforts to bring sea turtles back from the brink are working, but we need to do more,” he said. 
Led by the United Nations Environment Programme, WED is the largest, global celebration for positive environmental action and is marked annually on 5 June by a cross-section of civil society.

Officer-in-Charge of UNEP’s Regional Office for Europe, Gaetano Leone, urged individuals and groups across Europe and beyond to follow Mr Peckolick’s example and decide how they could contribute to their time to support World Environment Day and biodiversity protection.
“This is a classic example of how the efforts of an individual can make a real difference by empowering others to take the future of the planet into their own hands, and that is what WED is all about,” Mr Leone said. “This kind of collaboration with accomplished members of the creative community is welcomed by UNEP because it helps attract attention to key environmental issues”.
Media contacts:
UNEP: Julie Marks, UNEP Regional Office for Europe, +41 22 917 8404 or julie.marks@unep.org

UNEP/MAP: Luisa Colasimone, +30 210 7273 148 or luisa.colasimone@unepmap.gr
MEDASSET: Jenny Ioannou, Communications Officer, +302103613572 or medasset@medasset.org
NOTES TO EDITORS
About Alan Peckolick - Mr Peckolick has won more than 500 design and art awards worldwide including honorary membership in the art director's club of Bergen, Norway. His poster work is in the permanent collection of Germany’s Gutenberg Museum. Mr Peckolick is known for the typographic forms he created. His paintings are also in numerous private collections in the US and Europe. Alan Peckolick and his graphic designer wife, Jessica Weber, believe that thoughtful, sensitive, and strategic design can change the way we think and live. Together they also share a love of wildlife and a high level of awareness of environmental issues, largely due to what they have witnessed first-hand on their travels. www.alanpeckolick.com
About MEDASSET and sea turtles – The Mediterranean Association to Save the Sea Turtles – is an international not-for-profit NGO. Led by Lily Venizelos, MEDASSET plays an active role in the study and conservation of sea turtles and their habitats throughout the Mediterranean, through scientific research programmes, public awareness, environmental education and lobbying decision-makers.
MEDASSET has surveyed over 7,800 km. of coastline, from Sardinia to the North-eastern Aegean and from the Ionian Sea to the shores of Turkey, Lebanon, Egypt and Libya. MEDASSET’s current research project focuses on “Monitoring and Conservation of Important Sea Turtle Feeding Grounds in the Patok Area of Albania”, aiming to identify the area as an important habitat for sea turtles in the Mediterranean and promote the protection of the species under Albanian national law. MEDASSET will hold a photography exhibition at the Athens International Airport during summer 2010 and feature underwater images of sea turtles. www.medasset.org
About UNEP/MAP - The Mediterranean Action Plan (UNEP/MAP – Barcelona Convention) is a regional institution that supports and coordinates the implementation of the Barcelona Convention and Protocols which were adopted by the 21 countries bordering the Mediterranean basin and the European Community for the purposes of protecting the region’s marine and coastal environments. It is the first-ever Regional Seas Programme under UNEP's umbrella. Within the framework of the Mediterranean Action Plan of the Barcelona Convention, the Mediterranean countries included among their priority targets for the period 1985-1995 the protection of Mediterranean marine turtles, in particular the green turtle Chelonia mydas, and they adopted in 1989 the Action Plan for the Conservation of Mediterranean Marine Turtles.
In 1996, the Mediterranean countries confirmed their commitment to the conservation of marine turtles by including the five species of marine turtle recorded for the Mediterranean in the List of Endangered and Threatened Species annexed to the Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity in the Mediterranean (1995). The protocol, part of the Barcelona Convention, is administered by UNEP/MAP and is the international legal instrument with the largest number of marine species classified with protection status. All species of marine turtles are protected under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Flora and Fauna (CITES). www.unepmap.org
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